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4. &ceording to statements mada by Mustafa al<Aris, prominent Beirot Communist 
and Chairman of the Lebanese Federation of Labor Unions, the best vrotection 
Sor Trans-Arabian Pipeline Company Laborers would be the formetion of an 
organization of their own. Such an organization, for which governner't. 
recognition would have to be sacared, would orotect the leborers and ersure 
Snelr continued employment. Aris already has some of hia best men preaching 
among TAPCO workers tha necassity for such an organization and has instrucied 
his key men in various labor orvanizations to advocate the same measure. 


e- During the week of 18-25 September Mustafa al-Aris celled the heads of 

_ some of the unions (carpenters. masons, painters and mechanics) to a waeting 
2m his office for a discussion of the TAPCO labor situation. ‘he names of 
vneuployed workers in these various unions were read and it was decided to 
note the names of the most canatle workers and to submit thase to Aris. The 
iatier promised to seevra the necessary recomendations for employment, with 
TAPS) {presumably from individuals in the government) for as many as 
nossible of the candidates. 


S- Phe Commnists are also trying in quite a different way te cre t2 disturbancas 
fox TAPCO. In Moslem circles they charge the Company with del iberate 
favoritism for Christians and in Sovtharn Labanon soread the rmimor that the 
Ccomparty 18 hiring tqo sary men from Reirut and surrounding districte; in 
vamaseus the Communist: ‘..:m that the Lebanese will have the Plion’s share." 


a. It is also reported that many of the drivers who formerly workel for the 
French political officers are already in the service of TAPCO. Some of these 
wen were information agents as well. as erivers. : 
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